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Introduction 

Information over the last few fears 
has been growing at a very high rate in all 
discipline. A clear evidence of this, is 
shown in the number of publications 
coming out of the publishers production 
line on a yearly basis. This growth has 
been variously referred to as information 
explosion. The rate of information 
doubling in faster and this doubling rate 
will need more expansion in information in 
order to meet the needs of the users. 

To this end, new technologies are 
needed in the library operations so that, the 
necessary information will be provided at a 
faster rate. Some of the new technologies 
needed are computers, punch cards, micro 
films, micro fitch, video tape recorders, 
magnetic disk and tapes etc. These will 
help to quicken the availability of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
information to users since social studies 
education is one of the ways of imparting 
knowledge to individuals and it requires 
some amount of information to adequately 
do this. As such this paper calls for a 
proper dissemination of this information 
through the utilization of information 
technology. 
 
Definition of Terms 
Library: This can be defined as an 
institution or establishment for this care of 
‘collection of books and making them 
accessible to prospective users. 
 
Social Studies Departmental Library 
 This’ can be discussed as a mini 
library in the social studies department of 
either a University or College of Education 
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Abstract 
As the belief that information is power permeates our society, there is 
need for this power even in social studies education. And to be able to 
have this power, calls for easy accessibility of this information at the 
right time. The task of searching for information on behalf of others is 
gradually changing. This paper discusses the place of information 
technology in social studies departmental libraries in dissemination of 
information and the efficiency in the application of information 
technologies in carrying out the same tasks which is done through 
manual operations. The problems encountered with these new 
technological applications are discussed and the steps to solving them 
are also enlightened. 
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concerted with the acquisition, 
organization and dissemination of 
materials to both staff and students. 
 The general aim of the library is to 
improve the society with the conviction 
that books and non-book materials are 
powerful, indispensable agents, bringing 
enlightment, new knowledge, 
encouragement and inspiration to the 
society. 
 
Information Technology: 
 Information technology means the 
acquisition, processing, storage and 
dissemination of vocal, pictorial, textual 
and numerical information by a 
combination of computing and 
telecommunication based on 
microelectronics. 
 It can also be seem as the 
application of computers and other 
technologies to the acquisition 
organization, storage, retrieval and 
dissemination of information. This implies 
that, it is restricted to systems dependent 
upon a microelectronics based on 
combination or computing and 
telecommunication technology. 
 
Types of Information Technology: 
       The different types of information we 
have are Computer, telecommunications, 
teletexts microforms, microfilms, 
photocopies, Audio-visuals, CD.ROM, 
Bibliographic retrieval system, punch 
cards, teleconferencing, magnetic tapes, 
laser disc, video disc, video recorder and 
tapes, micro cards etc. 
 

The Place of Information Technology in 
Social Studies Departmental Library. 
 The main agent of dissemination 
of information in schools in the library. 
But it is quite unfortunate that most social 
studies departments in our higher 
institution don’t even have efficient and 
effective library even the ones that have 
are not even organized for the proper 
dissemination of information. 
 The house keeping operations in 
social studies departmental libraries are 
manually operated. It is not enough to have 
these materials in the library but they 
should be organized and disseminated 
effectively. This involves a complex 
process of proper storage of information. 
This operation is not effectively done for 
instance in maintenance of borrowers 
records and attending to issues concerning 
overdue and recalls. The proper records are 
not kept e.g sometimes when books 
borrowed to users are lost and assuming 
the staff in charge is friendly with the users 
the book card can easily be withdrawn or 
hidden away form the Head of Department 
such books are easily forgotten. But if the 
library is fully computerized, information 
about any book, material or the borrower 
can easily be retrieved. 
 In social studies Departmental 
Libraries in some of our higher institutions 
there are materials but the problems is that 
some of these materials which are mainly 
books are out dated thereby creating 
backwardness to current awareness in 
information which is at a high increase 
rate. 
       Social studies Departmental libraries 
in higher institutions are facing the 
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challenges of serving a larger population of 
student more diversified culturally and 
socially which is more dynamic and 
turbulent. There is an urgent need to 
improve the quality and relevance of social 
studies departmental libraries activities as 
a way of building new identity in 
social/studies education as a whole. 
          Information technology helps to 
provide wider coverage of study as a large 
number of students can watch from 
different screens. It is used for data 
processing, word processing manipulation 
and presentation of data simulation, image 
creation all of which help to present a vivid 
experience to the students thereby 
improving their understanding of a 
particular problem which is the major aim 
of social studies education. 
 Social studies education being a 
multi-functional discipline that transmits 
knowledge and facilities provide the means 
of acquiring it, creates and knowledge and 
disseminate this new created knowledge to 
society for its application to the solution of 
developmental problems. These three 
functions have been liked to three 
processes, - Teaching, learning and 
research which social studies departmental 
libraries are expected to serve. Base on 
this, the information technology will 
definitely contribute to improving the total 
quality of social studies education. 
 Higher education institutions are 
still under heavy social pressure of 
continuously grow population which social 
studies departments are no exception. We 
must also add that the population 
integrated with the labour market, there is 
the need to perfect their knowledge of 

information technology for career 
advancement that will allow them to act 
effectively in the new and emerging 
knowledgeable society where most 
workers will be called knowledgeable or 
symbolic time is coming, if you are a 
graduate and not computer literate you will 
be called symbolic graduate as such, social 
studies education graduates cannot escape 
the transition towards the knowledgeable 
society of computer literate workers. Social 
studies education through social studies 
departmental libraries should make a bold 
attempt to produce a knowledgeable 
society thereby taking a strong step 
towards globalization of information 
technology in every activity of our 
education and society. 
 
Benefits of Utilizing Information 
Technology. 
(1) There will be easy accessibility of  

information by prospective users 
(2) Enhance educational system. 
(3) Availability of faster information. 
(4) Students will have updated 

information in their area of 
discipline. 

(5) Information will be effective and 
accurate. 

(6) Possibilities of interlibrary loan, this 
will help students to have access to 
materials not available in their own 
library. 

 
Problems 
 Since information technology is a 
new innovation in the education world, it is 
band to face problems. And in order for 
information technology to be relevant in 
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the scheme of social studies education and 
of students for the new millennium the 
following problems have to be addressed. 
(1) There is the problem of in adequate 

trained staff in the use of information 
technology in social studies 
department to man the libraries. 

(2) Poor power supply. 
(3) Lack of fund for the procurement of 

library and information technology 
in social studies departments. 

(4) Negative attitude of staff of social 
studies department to the use of 
information technology. 

(5) Lack of awareness of staff and 
students on the use of information 
technology. 

 
Recommendations: 
 There is need for social studies 
education experts to join heads together to 
create an awareness in the use of 
information technology in social studies 
education as a whole by so doing the 
departmental libraries will be affected any 
this can be done through organization of 
conferences workshops and seminars by 
SOSAN (Social Studies Association of 
Nigeria) or SOSTAN. (Social Studies 
Teachers Association of Nigeria 
 Introduction of courses on the use 
of library and information technology in 
social studies education curriculum. 
 There is need for continuous 
education of staff this calls for training and 
retraining of social studies departmental 
Liberians who will handle this information 
technology in social studies departmental 
libraries in our schools.  

In the case of power failure there should be 
standby generator to facilitate the use of 
these information technology in the 
department. 
 For the use of information 
technology to be effective and efficient in 
the departmental library there is need for 
the provision adequate funding, which 
could also be gotten from other alternative 
sources. 
 There is need for orientation and 
re-orientation of staff and students of 
social studies education on the need for the 
use of information technology to meet the 
information needs of this present 
dispensation in order to develop positive 
attitude towards it. 
 
Conclusion: 
 The utilization of information 
technology in social studies departmental 
library will bring about a knowledgeable 
society, make resources which when 
properly implemented and utilized, the 
departmental library will be enhanced with 
faster and accurate service, this will in turn 
help to improve efficiency in all aspect of 
social studies education. 
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